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MM! Japan Tour Reopens in Hiroshima
The musical Mamma Mia!, performed by the 

Shiki Theatre Company, finally returned to Ja-
pan on May 23. The Hiroshima ALSOK Hall was 
completely packed in spite of a heavy rain, and 
the audience enjoyed the lively show immensely. 
This second Japanese tour starts in Hiroshima, 
the City of World Peace, then will move to 
Shizuoka, the city of Mt. Fuji in August and to 
Sendai, a northern city in Japan, in October. 
At the party after the show, Mr. Andrew Trea-
gus, the international executive producer, 
said,”Shiki’s Mamma Mia! is the world’s best 
in light of both performance and quality”. I 
interviewed Treagus and obtained the fol-
lowing comment: ”Shiki’s  Mamma Mia! is 
really wonderful. I am very pleased to have 
an opportunity to be here today.” 

Treagus asked me, if there were many 
ABBA fans in Japan. I said that I expected 
many ABBA fans and Mamma Mia! fans to visit 
Hiroshima for the show. The movie version 
was wonderful, but a live show is something 
different. I sincerely suggested that people 
who had concern about their future should visit 
Hiroshima and see this lively, encouraging show. 
The high quality of performance has not chan-
ged from the past performances in Tokyo, 
Osaka, Fukuoka and Nagoya. Experienced 
performers such as Yayoi Aoyama (Rosie), 
Shingo Akedo (Harry) and Masuo Nonaka (Bill) 
excellently support Donna and Sophie. 

One surprizing casting choice was Yoichiro 
Akutsu as Sam. Akutsu was playing Sky during 

the earlier Japan tour. I once said to people at 
Shiki that ABBA songs were difficult to sing, but 
among the numbers in Mamma Mia!, Lay All 
Your Love on Me and Knowing Me, Knowing You 
were the most difficult. Akutsu has dealt with the-
se two toughest songs by playing both Sky and 
Sam. He said to me, ”Knowing Me, Knowing You 
is really a difficult song. I need to work on it more 
intensely.” My personal opinion is that Akutsu 
plays the world’s best Sam. I really hope that 
in the future, Sam will be always played Akutsu 
(though I know this is unrealistic and he will 
move on to other things).

On a rather personal note, I almost died from 
cancer last year. At that time, I never expected 
to see Mamma Mia! again. At the party, Yayoi 
Aoyama (Rosie), a good friend of mine, hugged 
me and told me in tears, ”I am really, really happy 
to see you again. I wish you the best of luck 
with everything.” There are still many people in 
Japan who never had a chance to see the live 
performance of Mamma Mia!. This show gives 
you the power to live. I really hope that those 
people who need it go to see the show.

Japan is the only country that has expe-
rienced an atomic bomb.  It is significant that 
Mamma Mia! reopened in Hiroshima. Many 
people in Hiroshima are still suffering from di-
seases such as leukemia and cancer caused by 
the atomic bomb. Hiroshima, the City of World 
Peace, is sending a message of peace to the 
world through Mamma Mia!. I hope that many 
ABBA fans and Mamma Mia! fans receive and 
understand that message.



Mamma Mia! Hiroshima Has Ended
The Hiroshima leg of the Mamma Mia! tour 

which started on May 23 had its final perfor-
mance on July 19. The two months passed so 
fast. When it reopened in the World Peace City, 
the show received attention from all over the 
world.  In Hiroshima, the musical was performed 
57 times, with 60,000 people coming to watch 
it. The tour has now moved on to Shizuoka, the 
city of Mt. Fuji (the highest and most beautiful 
mountain in Japan) and is taking it by storm. 
Do not miss it.

 
MM! Returns to Tokyo in December 2010!!

MM! is returning to the Umi theatre of Tokyo’s 
Shiki Theatre Company. More details will be 
available soon.

 
Mamma Mia! Shizuoka Has Started and 
Beyond Tokyo and Osaka

Mamma Mia! began its visit to Shizuoka on 
August 6. On the opening day, the loud buzzing 
of cicadas and extremely hot and humid weather 
were irritating people and right before the start of 
the show, it started to rain... The Shizuoka Cultural 
Hall was packed with more than 1,900 people. 
Sophie was played by Akari Taniguchi, who had 
been playing in The Sound of Music until quite 
recently. When I interviewed her, I said, “I am 
impressed by your talent and efforts which enable 
you to play Sophie so perfectly... I am sure your 
efforts must have been enormous.” Taniguchi was 

very modest and replied with tears in her eyes,  
“Thank you, but it will take a long, long time for 
me to become as good as other actresses who 
played this role in the past.”

Trust me, Taniguchi plays Sophie wonderfully. 
She plays the part so confidently and strongly, 
you would think she has been doing it for ten 
years. I am sure she will be asked to go on 
to Sendai and Tokyo, being so talented and 
committed.

Ms Hamada, who played Donna, is now ‘the’ 
Donna in Japan. One of the great features of 
Hamada is her talent as a singer, and even gre-
ater than that are her skills as a performer, which 
enable her to put on such a wonderful, wild and 
emotional Donna. Her The Winner Takes It All 
was particularly excellent. At first sight, it seems 
like a simple, somewhat monotone song with 
lots of repetition, but the singer has to express 
such a range of emotions such as delight, anger, 
sorrow and pleasure, and this is clearly one of 
the most important ABBA songs. I was moved 
by Hamada’s performance and told her, “You are 
amazing!  What a wonderful performance after 
only two months practice in Hiroshima! I have 
great respect for you!” The surprised Hamada 
answered, “You understand that this is a really 
difficult song... I need much more practice.”

Donna and Sophie in Shizuoka are the best 
pair ever, including all the other productions over 
the years. I envy the people in Shizuoka and 
because Shizuoka is just one hour from Tokyo 
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by Shinkansen bullet train, I hope many people 
will travel for this wonderful experience.

Tanya was the bold and erotic Tanya we all 
have come to expect.  Does Your Mother Know 
received more applause than any other scene. 
Rosie is quite impressive, too, and Ms Aoyama 
is one of the few original members of the Ja-
pan tour. Rosie enhances the performances of 
Donna, Tanya and Bill, and Take A Chance On 
Me is her speciality now. I really hope that the 
cast members who play Sophie, Donna, Tanya 
and Rosie will go on to play in Sendai and 
Tokyo because they are the best Donna and 
The Dynamos ever.

Sam, played by Mr Akutsu, spoilt the audience 
with his beautiful Knowing Me, Knowing You 
and, moreover, the S.O.S. duet with Hamada 
was spectaculous. Still, Akutsu said, “I am 
not satisfied yet. I still have a long way to go,” 
which shows his commitment to improving his 
performance even further. He played Sky on 
the very first day of the Japanese tour but while 
his Sky was wonderful, his Sam is perfect. He 
and Hamada are a perfect team, and he told 
me, “My dream is to play Sam until the last day 
of the tour in Tokyo,” and I am most certainly 
looking forward to seeing a few more of his 
performances. 

Mr Akedo, who played Harry, uses wonderful 
Japanese.  Every time I hear him speaking his 
lines, I am fascinated by his Japanese and am 
reminded that it is such a beautiful language. 
Bill, played by Mr Nonaka, was quite something 
as well, the great Australian. In fact, I feel uneasy 
if somebody else plays the part. 

There is no doubt that Mr Suzuki, who 
played Sky, made a tremendous effort, and his 
performance made me cry when he sang Lay 

All Your Love On Me, the song which starts 
so suddenly and without an intro, so perfectly. 
Sky is Sophie’s fiance and, thus, his role is one 
of the most important ones, but he is only on 
stage on and off, and it is difficult to play such 
a role. Anyway, I am looking forward to seeing 
his wonderful Sky again.

It is also interesting to pay attention to the 
costumes; in Hiroshima, the cast wore the spring 
version, in Shizuoka it is the summer version, 
and later in the we will probably see the autumn 
and winter costumes. In a live performance, 
unlike in films, it is possible to add this kind of 
‘visual fun’. 

Seeing the performance of Mamma Mia! in 
Shizuoka was a wonderful experience. Those 
who wait till the show comes back to to Tokyo 
will miss out, no doubt. Hop on the Shinkansen 
and go to Shizuoka.

In Japan, August is a fun month for children 
but generally not for adults. We have two 
memorial days for the nuclear bombs that hit 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, there is a memorial 
day for the JAL airplane crash, and finally there 
is the anniversay of Japan’s surrender in World 
War II - the messages we receive on these days 
surely are not cheerful ones. 

The opening of Mamma Mia! in Shizuoka 
took place on one of the nuclear bomb memorial 
days, and I appreciate the decision by the Shiki 
Theatre Company to do this. Mamma Mia! is the 
kind of ‘language’ the whole world can under-
stand, and I want adults and children alike to go 
and see the show and feel the joy of being alive 
and celebrate the importance of life. A live per-
formance of MM! makes you feel happy, hopeful 
but also grateful and courageous.


